
Rank

Group A Group B

Rank

1 "Don't close your eyes. Look at me lover." "You are speaking of my future lover. Be more respectful." 1

32 "You might make a decent vampire, Sookie." "I wish you were just an average vampire. I wish you weren't sheriff, or anything." 32

16

A parting of the bodies crowding the little dance floor gave me a glimpse of Eric, leaning against the wall behind the 

small stage. His eyes were on me, and they were full of heat. There was someone who wasn't pissed off at me, someone 

who had taken our little routine in the spirit in which it was offered.

A1 B1

Eric examined my face. "I wish that I could read your mind as you can read the mind of others. I wish very much that I 

could know what was going on in your head. I wish I knew why I cared what's going on in your head."
16

17

Bill said, "Sookie is mine."   I wondered if my hands would move. They would. I raised both of them, making an 

unmistakable one-finger gesture. Eric laughed, and Bill said "Sookie!" in shocked admonishment. "I think that  

Sookie is telling us she belongs to herself," Eric said softly.
A1 B1

"If you were an ordinary girl, I could glamour you and you wouldn't feel this. Be brave." 17

8
"Sookie, you are too much. I am not going to torture you. For one thing, I would hate to ruin that beautiful skin; one day, 

I will see all of it. You won't always be so afraid of me. And you won't always be as devoted to Bill as you are now."

"Your lips are bloody." He seized my face in both hands and kissed me. It's hard not to respond when a master at the 

art of kissing is laying one on you.
8

25
"To answer your question: I am your friend, and that will last as long as I can be your friend without jeopardizing my own 

life. Or the future of my area."
A2 Champion B2

I knew, as sure as I knew my name, that tomorrow he would send me another coat, in a big fancy box, with a big bow on 

it. It would be the right size, it would be a top brand, and it would be warm.    It was cranberry red, with a removable 

liner, a detachable hood, and tortoiseshell buttons.

25

9 "Sookie, the marriage gives you some protection, but the bond is what is important."
One of the most wonderful, and the most appalling, things about Eric loving me was that he did't give a shit about 

anyone else.
9

24
Struggling with myself, trying to think clearly, I realized I had to turn back whether I wanted to or not. It was an 

obligation I couldn't ignore, not because I was bonded to Eric, but because I liked him.

A1 B1

"You are being a hypocrite, and I will take blood," he said, and he struck. It hurt. He didn't make it feel good, an action 

almost automatic for a vampire. Tears ran down my face without my wanting them to. In an odd way, I felt the pain was 

merited, justified... but I also understood this was a turning point in our relationship.

24

12 [Niall to Sookie] "The vampire is not a bad man, and he loves you."
[Niall to Sookie] "You are the one right impulse Eric has had in five hundred years or more. Well, Pam is all right. Even 

Eric's other living child does not rival her maker."
12

21
"You are still together; you are still a person. Lochlan and Neave have left vampires and fairies in rags- literally rags... 

but you survived and your personality and soul are intact."

A3 B3

And Eric saw sunlight for the first time in a thousand years.... He grabbed me and hopped astride the coffin, and we 

pushed off with our feet.... In the most awful moment of my life, we went out the window and began tobogganing down 

the building on the coffin.

21

5
We were dancing so fast I felt like I was flying. Suddenly Eric dropped my hand to grip my waist, and as we turned, he 

swung me up, and then I was really flying, with a little help from a Viking.
 

"You trust me?" Eric sounded surprised.    "Yes."    "That's.... crazy, Sookie."   "I don't think so." Where that surety 

came from, I didn't know, but it was there.
5

28
"If you care for me, you're showing it in a mighty strange way. I never heard that 'total avoidance aside from orders 

coming from flunkies' was a valid way to show caring."
A2 B2

"Victor sent two of his best vampires to kill Pam and my wife. Only because Pam is a great fighter, and my wife can hold 

her own, did they escape."
28

13 Yikes. Yahoo. Yum.
Eric: "You said I told you you were the best I'd ever had. But did you respond in kind?" Sookie: " Don't you wish you 

knew."
13

20
"So, what, you just decided to sack out here and seduce me when I walked in the door? Home from spending the night 

at my boyfriend's? After having sex with him that could go in the Guinness Book of Records?"

A4 B4

"I may hear the truth but I don't have the juice to get justice done."   Eric had been standing to the side of the room 

with Pam and Bill, but now he moved forward. I could feel his presence, cold and steady, very near me. He gave me 

some courage. I don't know how. I felt it ,though, felt a rising strength where there had been only my shaking knees.

20

4

Eric was pulling on his jeans, with his back to me. He hadn't bothered with underwear, not even the itty-bitty red ones. 

My breath stuck in my throat. I made a sound like "Guck" and made myself close my eyes tight. I clenched my fists.      

If there were an international butt competition, Eric would win, hands down... or cheeks up.

Elite 8 Elite 8

"This is adequate?"   "Maybe I should have said it's a gracious plenty?"   "A gracious plenty, I like that." 4

Bracket Bracket

29

Eric's friend Pam left, and Eric appeared to be counting my eyelashes. I tried to keep my gaze on my hands,to indicate 

modesty. I felt power tweaks kind of flow over me and had an uneasy feeling Eric was trying to influence me. I risked a 

quick peek, and sure enough Eric was looking at me expectantly. Was I supposed to pull off my dress? Bark like a dog? 

Kick Bill in the shins? Shit

A B

"I was never a Christian. But I can't imagine a belief system that would tell you to sit still and get slaughtered." 29
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11
"I don't enjoy seeing you scared of me. I have always been very fond of you. Plus I want to fuck you. When we kiss... it's 

very exciting."

And though I would not have thought it was possible to go to sleep holding hands with a vampire, that's exactly what I 

did.
11

22
"You must also know this. Even more pertinently, if anything happens to her, forces you can't even imagine will be set 

into motion."
A8 B8

[Pam to Sookie] "You care for him. I know you do. He's never been so entangled in his emotions. He's never been at 

such a disadvantage."
22

6
A white face appeared out of the blackness and floated between me and the moon. It was a handsome face, framed by 

long golden hair. Eric the Vampire grinned at me and gradually disappeared from my view. He was flying.

The arrangement centered with the peculiar red blossom (I decided that somehow the flower looked almost obscene, 

like a lady's private part) was definitely the most interesting of the three. I opened the card with curiosity. It bore only a 

signature. "Eric".

6

27

"Yes, my lover, this is a very big deal. That means when you call us for help, we are obliged to come and risk our lives for 

yours. This is not a promise vampires make very often, since we grow more and more jealous of our lives the longer we 

live." A4 B4

I tried to talk to Eric in my head in the hope that he could find me through our bond. 27

14
If Eric had lost all his assets in the stock market or some such financial calamity, Pam knew that money was not my 

ruling concern. What was the only thing I valued? His love. Eric had someone else.
"It's always nice to be wanted. And you are plenty hunky of course. But I'm going with Eric, bond or no bond." 14

19
"I can't believe I felt something so strongly and was so happy for the first time in hundreds of years," Eric said, with 

some dignity. "Give me some credit for that, too."
"I'll bet you're a treat, naked," Eric said, just to boost my spirits. "You know it. I'm just as tasty as a big éclair." 19

3

"We could go back," he said. In the dome light of the car, his face looked hard as stone. "We could go back to your 

house. I can stay with you always. We can know each other's bodies in every way, night after night. I could love you." His 

nostrils flared, and he looked suddenly proud. "I could work. You would not be poor. I would help you."

A7 B7

"I don't like having feelings," Eric said coldly, and he left.   That was a tough exit line to top. 3

30 "Your boyfriend. That sounds.... strange. I am so not a boy."

A2 B2

Eric moved the broom experimentally and made an attempt to sweep the glass into the pan while it lay in the middle of 

the floor. Of course, the pan slid away. Eric scowled. I'd finally found something Eric did poorly.
30

10

Eric: "I knew I'd get on top of you somehow." Sookie:"Are you trying to make me mad so I'll forget how scared I am?"  

Eric: "No, Im just oportunistic."

Though I had a rush of adrenaline when I spotted the figure running down the dark road, that rush was wearing off fast. I reached the 

turnoff to my house and turned left, winding through the black and silent woods on my nice level driveway- that, in fact, that Eric had 

re-graveled for me. And that was why Eric was sitting in my car right now, instead of running through the night like a giant white 

rabbit. He had the intelligence to give me what I really wanted. Of course he'd also wanted me to go to bed with him for months. But 

he had given me the drive-way because I needed it.

10

23
Eric: "And yet, we say we love each other." Sookie: "We say we do. And I do love you, but I'm beginning to see that 

being in love doesn't mean sharing as much as I thought we would."

"Who wants a bag of bones? I don't want to hurt myself on the sharp edges of the woman I'm bedding."
23

7

"I want you to move in with me. You can stay in one of the upstairs bedrooms if you want. The one we usually use. You 

don't have to stay in the dark with me. I don't want you to be alone. I don't want to be alone. I don't want to feel your 

fear one more time. It makes me crazy to know someone is attacking you and I am not there."

A6 B6
"I  hardly wanted to live after..."  He kissed my forehead. "But you did live. And they died. And you are mine, and you 

will be mine. They will not get you."
7

26

I was pondering the undeniable truth that the most powerful vampire in the state of Louisiana, at this very point in time, was Eric 

Northman, my blood-bonded, once-upon-a-time lover. Eric had said in my hearing that he didn't want to be king, didn't want to 

take over new territory; and since I'd figured out the extent of his territory right now, the size of it made that assertion a little more 

likely. A3  B3

I wasn't exactly proud of being a second-class citizen, but once I understood why Eric had tricked me into the 

relationship, I'd gradually reconciled myself to the title. Now it was time to offer Eric a little support in return.
26

 

15

"Okay, you knew he took blood from other people. And you knew 'other people' might mean other women. And you knew that some 

women are younger and prettier and skinnier then you." If I kept repeating that, it would sink in. Good God... are "knowing" and 

"seeing" ever two different things! "You also know that he loves you. And you love him.... You've been through so much with him, 

and he's proved over and over that he'll go the extra mile for you."

"Yes, I am very fond of Pam. I made a great choice. You were my other great choice." 15

18
"While you were with Neave and Lochlan, I suffered with you. I hurt with you. I bled with you... not only because we are 

bonded, but because of the love I have for you."
A5

"I'm going to get my shotgun," I said to no one, but before I could move, Eric turned to the closet by the front door. He reached in 

and extricated the Benelli. He turned to hand it to me with a bemused expression. Our eyes met. Eric had remembered where I kept 

the shotgun. He'd learned that when he'd stayed with me while his memory was lost.

18

2
"Angelic Sookie, vision of love and beauty, I am prostrate that the wicked, evil maenad violated your smooth and 

voluptuous body, in an attempt to deliver a message to me."

B5 "Let go," he advised me, and I loosened my grip on his hands. "No, not of me," he said, smiling. "You can hold onto me 

as long as you want. Let go of the pain, Sookie. Let go. You need to drift away."    It was the first time I had relinquished 

my will to someone else.

2

31
"Sookie is well suited where is works now, Victor. If she were not, she would come live with me and perhaps work at 

Fangtasia. She is a modern American woman and used to supporting herself."

I leaned forward, gave in briefly to my impulse to stroke his hair, and then I held my hands over his ears. He permitted 

this, even putting his own hands on top of mine. I was going to pretend he couldn't hear what I was going to say.
31
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Rank Group D Group C Rank

1
"Sitting here on your bed, smelling your scent," he said in a voice so low I had to strain to hear it. "Sookie... I 

remember everything."

Eric: "Do you know why I ended up so close to your home, running down that road in the freezing cold?"  Sookie: "No, I 

don't."  Eric: "The curse contained within the witch, the curse that activated when Clancy killed her . . . It was that I 

would be close to my heart's desire without ever realizing it."

1

32
"The catch in that comforting theory being that we look almost exactly like you. And we used to be you. And we can love 

you, as well as feed off you. You could hardly say the lion wanted to caress the antelope."

"But since you are being blunt with me, I'll be blunt with you. I think you should support her and take her into your 

household, so she would be better protected."
32

16 "Overwhelming or not, I love him. And I guess that's the bottom line."
D1 C1

Eric: "Besides, I'm hoping that the more you see me, the more I'll grow on you."    Sookie:"Like a fungus?" 16

17

"Eric," I said, and tilted my neck to one side. He read as much from the gesture and word as I had read from his. He 

stepped over to me and extended his arms to hold the black cloak out as he leaned over me, so the cloak and hood 

could give us some illusion of privacy. The gesture was hokey, but the idea was nice.  . .. Eric did something that 

surprised me; he produced the same small ceremonial knife he'd used in marrying Mississippi and Indiana. With the 

same quick motion he'd used on their wrists, Eric sliced a cut in his chest right below his nipple... D1 C1

"I hate not knowing what I did. I've had a life longer than you can even imagine, and I remember every second of it, 

except for those days I spent with you."
17

8
Sookie: "It's not like you were obliged to come find me, but I hoped the whole time... I hoped you would come. I prayed 

you would come, I thought over and over you might hear me..." Eric: "You're killing me. You're killing me."
"Sookie. Yield to me." 8

25

[watching Long Shadow die] There was a stake sticking out of his back. Eric was standing as we were, but he had a 

mallet in his hand.

D2 C2

"You saved my life, and Pam's, too."  "Yeah, well. We do have the blood tie thing going."  "That's not why you came to 

wake me, first of all, the day the hotel blew up."
25

9

It was magnificent. It was exhausting, and it was completely excellent. We stayed on the swing for at least thirty 

minutes, recovering, cooling off, and holding each other. "Sookie, my little bullet sucker," he said, sounding fond and warm.      "Eric, my big bullshitter." 9

24

[Victor about the knife] "Now it's only used in marriage rituals. I'm not sure how Eric came to have possession of it, but 

its presentation from you to Eric, and his acceptance, can only mean that you and Eric are pledged to each other."

D1 C1

Without preening, and without comment, the vampire rewrapped his white body in the afghan. Hmmm, I was now 

convinced he wasn't himself, as no other evidence could convince me.
24

12

"So you want me to go to a human orgy, where I will not be welcome and you want us to leave before I can enjoy 

myself?"   "Yes," I said, almost squeaking in my anxiety. In for a penny, in for a pound. "And... do you think you could 

pretend to be gay?"

Each time I saw Eric, I felt a little more cheerful. And finally I had my very own orgasm, a moment so explosive is was like 

I'd been saving up for a holiday.
12

21 When the dance was over, he said, "Holding you seems very familiar, Sookie."

D3 C3

"The last time I wore an animal hide; but this time I settled for this." Eric had been wearing a long trench coat. Now he 

threw it off dramatically, and I could only stand and stare...
21

5 "Eric is my team. He loves me. He wants to stay here."
"This is best. This is right."

5

28

"I want to be first. I know that's selfish, and maybe unattainable, and maybe shallow. But I just want to come first with 

someone. If that's wrong of me, so be it. I'll be wrong. But that's the way I feel."

D2

Sookie: "Eric, when I'm back to being myself, I'm going to nail your ass for putting me in this position of being pledged 

to you." Eric: "Darling, you can nail my ass anytime."
28

13

"Hi, I'm Sookie Stackhouse." I said, politely.    "Aren't you sweet," Eric observed, and I hope he was thinking of my 

character.        "Not especially".

C2
"I  always tell you the truth. I may not tell you everything I know, but what I tell you... it's true."

13

20
Without saying a word, she fired at me. But she reckoned without Eric, who was so fast, faster than any human. He took 

the bullet meant for me, and he took it right in the chest. He went down in front of me.
D4

"Did I love you? Maybe. Sort of. I knew all along that whoever was with me, it wasn't the real you. And I knew sooner or 

later you'd remember who you were and what you were." 20

4

If you find yourself considering who to take for a lover because of his ability to defend you, you're getting pretty close to 

selecting a mate because you think he has desirable traits to pass on to the next generation. And if there had been a 

chance I could have had Eric's child (a thought that made me shiver), he would have been at the top of the list.

C4
"Oh, ha-ha. Yeah cause they love me. You see how many vampires are up here? Zero, right?"  "One," said Eric, 

stepping out of the stairwell. "We're bound a bit to tightly to suit me, Sookie." He was visibly tense; I couldn't 

remember ever seeing Eric notably anxious. "I'm here to die right along with you, it seems."

4

29 "Kind of ironic, isn't it, that it was the human who got staked."
Eric said "It was worth ingesting the poison." He held his fingers to his lips and kissed them, as if praising the bouquet 

of my blood.
29
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11

What if I told Eric I wanted to be with him forever? Assuming he didn't scream and run as fast as he could in the other  

direction, assuming he actually changed me, I tried imagining what being a vampire would be like.

Elite 8 Elite 8

"I wish I could save orgasms in a jar for when I need them, because I think I had a few extra."
11

Bracket Bracket

22
"Sookie, Sookie. My bullshit meter is reading that as a "false"." D C

C8

I woke up panting, filled with terror, completely at sea. I held on to him as if the storm would sweep me away unless he 

was my anchor. I was already crying when I woke. It wasn't the first time this had happened, but this time he wept with 

me, bloody tears that streaked the whiteness of his face in a startling way.

22

6 "When you smell like that, I just want to fuck you and bite you and rub myself all over you."

D8 "Did we have sex?" he asked directly.    For about two minutes, this might actually be fun. "Eric, we had sex in every 

position I could imagine, and some I couldn't. We had sex in every room in my house, and we had sex outdoors. You told 

me it was the best you'd ever had. Too bad you can't remember it," I concluded with a modest smile.

6

27

"I don't doubt that you want what you think is best for me. And I don't doubt that that marches right along with what 

you think is good for you."

Eric turned away from me, but not before I saw a shade of pity cross his face. Nothing could have scared me more. I 

might not be able to read a vampire's mind, but in this case his body language said it all. Eric was turning away 

because he didn't want to see the knife sliding in.

27

14 "Ever since that night I was cursed, I've wondered why I ended up running down the road to your house."

D4 C4 "Don’t cry again," he said hastily. "Just don’t start crying again, and I won't mind taking this to the cleaners. I won't 

even mind getting a whole new suit." I thought it amusing that Eric, the dread master vampire, was afraid of weeping 

women.

14

19 "I don't need to have a baby just because other women are doing it. I'll have one when I'm ready."

D7 C7

Carried away on a wave of excitement, Eric kissed me long and hard and then scooped up Wybert's head. "Bowling for 

vampires," he said happily, and flung the disgusting object at the black vampire with an accuraccy and force that 

knocked the sword out of the vampire's hand. Eric was on it with a great leap, and the sword swung on its owner with a 

deadly force. With a war cry that had not been heard in a thousand year, Eric attacked the circle around the queen and 

Andre with a savagery and abandon that was almost beautiful in a way.

19

3
"Have we ever made love?" he asked. I shook my head, still unable to speak. "Then I was a fool," he said moving one 

hand in a circular motion over my stomach. "Turn around, lover."

"I love you. And you are my wife in the only way that matters to me."
3

30
"I've worked with my  new masters. I've shored up my authority. I can have my own life now. It's time I claimed what is 

mine."
D2 C2

"I don't think I'd have come if he hadn't told me it was okay. He wouldn't have brought me if he hadn't trusted you. . . 

At least, I don't think so."    "Do you want me to kill him? End the tie?"   "No!" I said getting kind of excited in a bad 

way. "No!"

30

10 "It's me," said a familiar voice.   Sookie: "Eric, what are you doing here?"   Eric:  "Snuggling." "I was born the moment I was running down the road in the dark and the cold. Until you took me in, I was a void." 10

23

The shower I took the next morning was a sublime experience. In the list of Great showers I've had this one ranked at 

least number 4. (The best shower was the one I'd shared with Eric, and I couldn't even think of that one with out 

shivering all over.) D6 C6

Sookie: "How do you trust anyone?"  Eric: "I don't. There are two exceptions. You, and Pam." 23

7
"I should have asked you what you thought, or at least warned you what we were going to do. I do love you all on my 

own."

Sookie: "That kind of ruins it, when you say something like that. You shouldn't want me to have sex with you because I 

owe you." Eric: "I don't really care why you have sex with me, as long as you do it."
7

26 "And you're yelling at my - at Sookie."
D3 C3

"I'll only interfere in the Were war to defend our interests. Or to defend you." 26

15
"Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink," I said, and Eric laughed out loud. That was why I liked him, he "got" 

me.

"He'll spare you," Eric said, and I understood he wasn't really talking to me but to himself. "You're to unique to 

waste." 15

18 "Then we'll leave. We'll go somewhere else. You'll work for some other king or queen. I'll find a job."

D5 C5

"Sookie. We could have a long argument about you taking my blood, and I know everything you would say. But the fact 

is, dawn is coming. I don't know if you will be allowed to stay here or not. I will have to find shelter, here or else where. I 

want you strong and able to defend yourself; at least able to move quickly."

18

2

"You took me in off the road and kept me safe. You're ready to fight for me. I can tell this about you. I can't believe my 

luck. When this witch is defeated, I would bring you to my side. I will share everything I have with you. Every vampire who 

owes me fealty will honor you."

His lips were about two millimeters from my ear. "Should I just bite you and end it all," he whispered. "I would never 

have to think about you again. Thinking about you is an annoying habit, and one I want to be rid of. Or should I start 

arousing you, and discover if sex with you was really the best I've ever had?"

2

31
"I must be a frightening person, when I am myself. Or do I inspire so much loyalty through my good works and kind 

ways?"
"That's me. Hot-blooded, breathing. I could even lactate. The whole mammal package." 31

Page 4


